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Abstract

Florida is one of the regions in the United States most affected by biological invasions. Its subtropical climate, extensive international trade, tourism, and pet industry have facilitated the introduction and establishment of numerous non-native species. While some introduced organisms have little measurable effect, others become invasive and significantly disrupt ecosystems, threaten biodiversity, and generate economic costs. This paper examines the ecological consequences of invasive foreign species in Florida, focusing primarily on the Burmese python (Python bivittatus) as a representative example. The study analyzes pathways of introduction, impacts on native wildlife, ecological and economic consequences, and current management strategies. Evidence suggests that invasive species represent one of the most serious environmental challenges facing Florida, particularly within the Everglades ecosystem. Effective management requires continued monitoring, public education, regulatory measures, and scientific research to mitigate long-term ecological damage.
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